struck by the tone of ironic deprecation in which we
are told that the peasants " resented, like peasant
proprietors all over the world, the levying on them of
any direct taxes" even though " the revolution fiad
given them land for nothing." How mean of the
peasants—we are asked to feel—not to pay gladly to
ce the revolution " some 40 per cent, of their income
in return for its gift ! And we actually hear the
masses of the poor defamed as greedy and cunning
drunkards because they are unwilling to be taxed at
the rate of 40 per cent, by a Government supported
only by a small relatively prosperous minority.
In other places and at other times it used to be
rather the Governments acting in such manner which
were reproached with greed and cunning by the
advocates of justice and freedom, but the authors do
not consider this alternative; feeling that the Soviet
Government has no other purpose than " to obtain
for all the conditions of the good life " (p. 1018),
they freely speak of " 120 millions of peasantry
steeped in ignorance, suspicion, and obstinacy"
(p. 245), without giving any consideration to the
wishes and rights of these millions, not noticing that
their attitude justifies Hitler and Mussolini, Colonial
Imperialism and the Holy Inquisition, as well as a
number of less illustrious tyrannies, who all are or
were seeking the conditions of good life for those
oppressed by them—as sincerely as do the Soviets.
To them, it seems, " where systems differ is in who
wields the bludgeon and with what purpose " (p.
1032); so long as they approve of the bludgeoner
and his purpose they call it democracy.
The authors* reluctance to adopt this doctrine
consciously and openly seems responsible for the
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